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Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren, 



in dieser Sache haben wir von der Prufungsstelle einen ersten Prufongsbescheid vom 
30.4.2009 (abgesandt am 12.5.2009) erhalten. 

Eine Kopie dieses Prii&ngsbescheides fugen wir zusammen mit dessen vollstandiger 
englischer Ubersetzung und Kopie der Entgegenhaltungen mit teilweisen Ubersetzungen der 
Entgegenhaltung 1 bei. 

Wir waren Ihnen sehr dankbar, wenn Sie uns Ihre diesbezuglichen Informationen noch 
rechtzeitig zur Verfiigung stellen konnten, da dieser Bescheid spatestens bis zum 12.8.2009 
schriftlich bei der Prufungsstelle beantwortet werden muB. 

Beziiglich dieses Bescheides mochten wir Sie noch auf Foigendes hinweisen: 

1) Die jetzt geltenden Patentanspriiche 1 - 11 der japanischen Anmeldung entsprechen im 
wesentlichen denen von 1 - 1 1 der ursprunglichen PCT-Fassung. 

2) Berichtigungen der Patentanspriiche sowie der Beschreibungsteile sind nur gleichzeitig 
mit der Bescheidserledigung zulassig, und zwar nur im Rahmen des in den ursprunglichen 
Unterlagen offenbarten Anmeldungsgegenstandes. 

3) Die Frist zur Erledigung des Bescheides kann auf Antrag (gebiihrenpflichtig) noch um 
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einen Monat, maximal urn 3 Monate, d.h. im vorliegenden Falle bis zum 12.11.2009> 
verlangert werdea Falls wir von Ihnen bis zur obengenannten Frist keine Informationen 
bzw. Anweisungen erhalten, werden wir sicherheitshalber die Fistverlangerung je um 
einen Monat beantrageiL 

4) Von einer Ubersetzung der einschlagigen Beschreibungsstellen der iibrigen 
Entgegenhaltungen sehen wir vorerst ab. Falls Sie dies wiinschen, bitten wir Sie urn 
kurzen Hinweis. 

Ihrer rechtzeitigen RuckauBerung sehen wir genie entgegen. 

Mit freundlichen GriiBen 




Iwao Yamaguchi 



IY/tf 



Anlagen 

Kopie des Bescheides mit Ubersetzung 

Kopie der Entgegenhaltungen mit teilweisen Ubersetzungen 
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Mr. Iwao Yamaguchi 

Section 2 9(2), Section 36 



This application should be refused for the reasons 
mentioned below. If the applicant has any argument against 
the reasons, a written argument must be submitted within 3 
months from the dispatch date of this notification. 

REASONS 

1 . The inventions according to the claims as indicated below 
in the subject application should not be granted a patent under 
the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) , since these could 
have easily been made by anybody having ordinary knowledge in 
the technical field to which the inventions pertain, based on 
the inventions described in the publications listed below, 
which were distributed, or the inventions made utilizable for 
the public through electric communication lines, in Japan or 
foreign countries prior to the filing of the subject 
application. 
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Note 

1) JP-20Q1-351092A 

(Refer to "Cited Document 1", hereinafter) 

2) JP-2001-223946A 

(Refer to "Cited Document 2" , hereinafter) 

3) JP-02-278478A 

(Refer to "Cited Document 3", hereinafter) 

4) JP-09-093426A 

(Refer to "Cited Document 4", hereinafter) 

• Concerning claims 1, 4 to 7, 10 and 11 

Cited Document 1 describes an image processing device 
including image processing condition storage means 50 
(corresponding to "model memory (29) " of the invention of the 
subject application) for storing a plurality of image 
processing conditions (corresponding to "standard parameter 
set" of the invention of the subject application) and image 
processing means 60 (corresponding to "image processing 
module" of the invention of the subject application) for 
processing an original image according to respective image 
processing conditions read out from the image processing 
condition storage means 50 to form processed images 
(corresponding to "model images'' of the invention of the 
subject application), displaying the processed images, and 
selecting one of the processed images which may be optimum 
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(refer to, particularly, Fig. 15) . Further, Cited Document 

2 describes an image processing device having a construction 
similar to that described in Cited Document 1. 

• Concerning claims 2 , 3 , 8 and 9 

Since it is a well known technical matter prior to the 
subject application ' (refer to, for example, Cited Documents 

3 and 4, etc) to obtain, in processing an image, a desired 
image processing function by a linear combination of 
coefficients of different kinds of image processing functions, 
it is recognized to be easy to obtain a desired image processing 
condition by setting the number of processed images, which can 
be selected, two and linearly combining the image processing 
conditions of the selected images. 

2 . The description of the scope of demand for patent of this 
application does not comply with the requirement under Patent 
Law 36(6) (it) in the points mentioned below. 

Note 

1) The relation between "Parameter (Pij)" and "akutueller 
Parametersatz (P akt ) " described in claims 1 and 7 is unclear 
and, therefore, the construction of the invention is not clear. 
(That is., it is unclear whether the both parameters are the 
same. If the parameters are different, the difference is 
unclear. )' 
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2) Since the relation between "Bilddaten (B) " and "hinter- 
legte Bilddaten" described in claim 1 is unclear, the 
construction of the invention is not clear. 

3) The processing content described by "Verwendung von 
hinterlegten Daten" in claim 1 is unclear and, therefore, the 
construction of the invention is not clear. 

4) It is unclear how and through what processing "Vorlage- 
bild(V Wr " k ) " described in claims 1 and 7 is produced and, 
therefore, the construction of the invention is not clear, 

5) The meaning of the linear combination in the description 
"parameter- spezif ische Linearkombination" in claims 3 and 9 
is unclear and, therefore, the construction of the invention 
is not clear. 

6) When three or more standard parameter sets are selected 
in claims 2,3, 8 and 9, it is unclear how and through what 
processing an acutual parameter set is produced and, therefore, 
the construction of the invention is unclear. 
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Cited Document 1 ( JP-2001-351092A) 
Translation of relevant parts 
[0041] 

As shown in Fig. 1, a radiation image photographed 
through an object by radiation image forming means. 10 is sent 
to reduced image producing means 20. In order to speed up a 
subsequent processing, a'thinned image having a reduced number 
of pixels compared with the radiation image is produced in the 
reduced image producing means 2 0 and is sent to decision means 
30. In the decision means 30, a photographed position or a 
photographed direction or the both of the object are recognized 
by referring the thinned image and one or more position 
information which indicates a suitable candidate is 
transmitted to image processing condition selecting means 40. 
In the image processing condition selecting means 40, image 
processing conditions, based on the obtained position 
information, are read out from image processing condition 
storage means 50 and exhibited to a user. An image processing 
condition which is selected from the exhibited image 
processing conditions by the user is transmitted to an image 
processing means 60 and, in the image processing means 60, the 
radiation image is processed on the basis of the obtained image 
processing condition and an finally processed image is output . 
[0179] 

Further, it may be constructed such that processed images 



are produced by preliminarily processing the original image 
by the image processing means 60 according to respective image 
processing conditions which are read out from the image 
processing condition storage means 50, these processed images 
are displayed by image selecting means 70 (refer to Fig. 16) 
and an optimum image is selected by comparing the displayed 
images . 
[0180] 

This embodiment is shown in Fig. 15. When such 
construction is realized, it is not necessary to display the 
image processing conditions since the processed image is 
selected while directly confirming the processed images. 
Further, the image processing conditions based on the position 
information obtained from the decision means 3 0 do not always 
include an image processing condition which a user desires. 
Therefore, in the image processing condition selecting means 
40, it is preferable to provide means with which the user can 
arbitrarily select an the image processing condition from all 
the image processing conditions preliminarily prepared 
regardless of the image processing conditions based on the 
position information obtained from the decision means 30 . It 
is enough to enable the user to select an arbitrary image 
processing condition from a list of preliminarily prepared 
image processing conditions by pushing a button indicated by 
"condition" in, for example, Fig. 13. 



